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printer, and married to a washerwoman, whose industry and labour alone prevented him from starving, for he was as vicious as idle The money he gained when he chose to work was generally squandered away in brothels among prostitutes. To supply his excesses he had even recourse to dishonest means, and was shut up in the prison of Bicetre, for robbing his master of types and of paper.
In  the beginning  of the Revolution,  his  very crimes made him an acceptable associate of Marat, who, with the money  advanced   by the  Orleans   faction,   bought   him  a printing-office, and he printed the so dreadfully well-known journal, called LAmie du Peupk.    From the principles of this atrocious paper, and from those of his sanguinary patron, he formed his own political creed.    He distinguished himself frequently at the clubs  of the  Cordeliers,  and of the Jacobins,   by  his   extravagant   motions,   and   by  provoking laws of proscription against a wealth he  did not possess, and against a rank he would have dishonoured, but did not see without envy.    On the 3oth of June, 1791, he said, in the former of these clubs: " We hear everywhere complaints of poverty;  were not our eyes so often disgusted with the sight of unnatural riches, our hearts would not so often be shocked   at   the   unnatural   sufferings   of   humanity.     The blessings of our Revolution will never be felt by the world, until we in France are on a level, with regard to rank as